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these Egyptians, the natural leaders of the nation,
cling to this belief that they applied it to other mis-
fortunes suffered by their country from her connexion
with the War. In their minds the conviction grew
that the Protectorate was no more than a temporary
measure, destined with martial law to disappear on
conclusion of hostilities. Egyptians who played with
this conceit were deceiving themselves: there had
been nothing to suggest that Great Britain would
loosen her grip upon Egypt, or would withdraw the
Protectorate. It was only necessary indeed to read
carefully the document announcing the establishment
of it, to recognize the intention of British permanency
in Egypt. But Egyptian memory is so short, and
Egyptian imagination so easily persuaded, that the
leaders of public opinion continued to indulge their
dream until the summer of 1918, when illusion was
rudely dispelled. Great Britain exercised at Abu Qir?
a village distant a few miles from Alexandria, sovereign
rights over Egyptian soil.

For nearly two years the Royal Air Force had been
in occupation of the area. The land was of little value,
either for agricultural or for building purposes, and
there is no reason to suppose that the owners, liberally
compensated for their temporary dispossession, ob-
jected to the presence of the visitors. But in March
1917 the Army Council, looking ahead, approved of the
construction of a permanent air station on the site,
and it became necessary to negotiate with the owners
for the sale outright of the land. The Air Commander
could not wait for the completion of the business, and
began work at once on the area. Permanent buildings
were erected, roads laid out, and the property im-
proved in other ways. The customary result of land
development followed. The value of all property in
the vicinity appreciated, and owners at Abu Qir asked
absurdly inflated prices or refused to sell. Months
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